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Dear Editor: 


You can't imagine the roller-coaster 
ride my emotions have been on 
since | heard about the tri- 
umphant return of my 
favorite team, the 
Calne of the r 
-antastic! 
I've seen the ads Oo a 
showing the new. cre- 
ative team. Killer Karl, 
Terrific Tom, and Audacious Al have the long, 
long background in this industry to do justice to 
a team that's had only occasional appearances 
since the end of the Silver Age many years ago. 
| just have one request: this time, don't sully 
the proud Chall-Fan legend with goofy charac- 
ters like Red Storm's half-brother, Tino 
Lumpkin, the team’s rock ‘n' roll mailman. The 
whole series fell apart when he joined the team, 
after My Greatest Astonishment #55's stirring 
tale, “Taps For Johnny!” 
Byron Morrisey 
Framingdelphia, MA 


Glad to have you with us, Byron! The 
Fantasti-Challs are staying close to hone— 
but we hope you like the new costumes we've 
given them! And don't worry, we promise not 
to bring back any characters unless we have a 
‘compelling storyline for them. Throwing in 
‘goofy characters for no good reason is just not 
the Amalgam way! 


Dear Tom: 


Having followed the CF since those early 
days when Rocky Grimm was only a state con- 
gressman, | have a few requests: 

1. Revive the Challenger Haters of Evil! 
Diablo the Volcano Man, the Radioactive Kra, 
Drabny the Fixer, Multi-Master, and Ultivac the 
Multi-Robot make a formidable team! Sure, they 
all died in the original series, but that won't stop 
a writer like Karl! 

2. Keep June Masters a part of the team. It's 
true she was mostly hostage bait in the Silver 
‘Age, but these are the ‘90s. She can serve as the 
fifth Challenger, helping out in times of grave 
danger, And with her ultra-sensitive sense of 
touch, she can probably even sew her own cos- 
tume! 

3. Bring back the Un-Péople! This great 
team hasn't been seen since their appearances 
in Strange Tales of the Unexpected many years 
ago, and they mesh well with the Fantasti- 
Challs. But,lose Triserinak; he's been an embar- 
rassment since he. first appeared. | still can't 
figure out what you were thinking with that one 

4. No alien robot ipets! Yes, that’s right, 
dump Cosbie! 

That's all for now. Good luck; I'm looking 
forward to once again seeing that flaming hour- 
glass light up the sky! 


Marty Isabella 
Cleveton, NY 


It's always a pleasure getting one of your 
letters, Marty! We wouldn't be the same with- 
out long-time readers like you to keep us on 
our toes. As to your questions: 

1. You may have noticed this ish that 
Killer Karl didn’t let a simple thing like death 
keep him from insinuating a couple of the Chal- 
lenger-Haters of Evil into our tale. Look for 
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more on them—and the others—in perce 
months! 

2. Never fear, June Masters will indeed be 
a key part of the team! In fact, she may wind 
up refereeing things in issue #5 when Red 
Storm's old girlfriend, Corinna Evans, stops by 
while Dream Crystal is visiting! 

3. The Un-People are on our mind, too, as 
you can tell from their cameo appearance this 
time! But fans also were clamoring for the 
return of the Silver Racer, which shows: you 
‘should be careful what you wish for! Believe 
us, that's something we keep in mind around 
Amalgam Comics. We have to admit to having 
a soft spot in our hearts for Triserinak. You've 
got to agree, he’s an original! 

4, We're with you on this one all the way! 
‘An alien pet? And a robot one at that? What 
were we thinking? 
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Dear Fantasti-Tom: 

Bravo! As you no doubt remember from my 
many letters to your companion book, Spider- 
Boy, | have long awaited the triumphant return 


of the Challengers of the Fantastic. Their 


appearance in last year’s adjectiveless Spider- 
Boy #1 gave me hope, and now | hear my: 
dreams will be fulfilled, 

One thing | must know, however: I've heard 
reports that you're thinking of letting some of 
my favorite old-time characters, including Tom 
Harper, the Guardian Angel, operate again in 
some Way. Is this true? 

Max Calvada 
Amehurst, MA 


You heard right, Max! Later this year, 
we'll be following up on the new dimensional 
plane that Reed investigates in this very 
‘issue. We're calling it Universe-Two (or U-2, 
for short), and it offers what we believe will be 
a wealth of opportunities to show off those 
characters still remembered fondly by readers 
like you. A special one-shot is already 
planned, featuring Spitfire and the 
Blackhawks, which will include a back-up 
story highlighting a long-unseen team, Infinity 
Kickers Inc. It's just one more reason why. 
more and more readers are heeding the call to 
‘Ask Aloud About Amalgam! 


Dear Tom: 


Okay, brace yourself. | heard about. the 
return, of..the Fantasti-Challs, andl) want to 
spring one more of my wacky ideas on yous 
Ready for,the big one? | want a crossover! 

And who better than the Thunder Crusaders 
from Radiotower Comics? | realize it's been 
‘many years since Dynashield, the No-Fly, and all 
the rest have had their own series, but you can 
say the same for a certain group of Challengers 
of the Fantastic, can’t you? Just give it some 
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thought, okay? 
Irene Olshevsky Jr. 
Bethento, Ontariland, Canada 


Glad to see you're 
still pitching ideas at 
us, Irene! Don't ever 
change, you're truly one 


cAWy te of a kind. 
Dear Karl, Tom, and Al: 


it's welcome news \indeed that the 
Challengers of the Fantastic are returning to the 
stands. | hope this gives you the chance to delve 
into what exactly Ace Storm's position in 
S.H.LEL.D. will be now that Bruce Wayne's 
tragic accident has caused him to withdraw. 

It seems she should be next in ine—but is 
she? Will she accept a position away from the 
action in the field? Not only would that make it 
harder for her to stay near her boyfriend Prof 
Richards, but it also would make it difficult for 
her to explore her attraction to Mariner. Can 
Senator Grimm help her, become S.H.L.E.L.D/'s 
first female director? 

Please don't pass up this opportunity to 
delve into something that has been ignored in 
the few cameos the Fantasti-Challs have gained 
since Bruce left S.H.1.E.L.D. We need to know! 

Biljo Evanier 
Los Columgeles, MO 


And know you shall, Biljo! Sue will step 
into the spotlight next issue, as our box below 
promises. We know you won't want to miss it! 
At the same time, don't count out a good man 
like Bruce; Amalgam heroes have been able to 
come back from much worse than having their 
backs broken by a drugged-up, gun-toting 
anti-hero like the Banisher! 


Dear Editor: 


You know it's coming, so let me be the first 
to say it»! want a talking gorilla, and 1 want it 


now! 
Guy H. Wolfman Ill 
San Frangeles, CA 


We know “our favorite Guy” is kidding 
us—but then, he hasn't seen issue #4! That's 
when the Communists of Gorillagrad begin 
their march to conquer the world! The 
Fantasti-Challs must join with the Bronze 
Tiger, King of Wakanda, to stop the menace of 
the Red Ghost, Comrade Grodd and Congo- 
ted! What can we say? It's just Another 
Ambitious Amalgam Accomplishment! 


NEXT ISSUE: Never has Ace Storm faced a 
deadlier foe with more at stake! Single-hand- 
edly, she must stop the dreaded Doctor 
Doomsday—who now is enhanced with the 
cosmic Asgodian power of the Silver Racer! 
‘You won't want to miss‘“Ace Stands Alone!” 
Plus, Rocky Grimm returns to Suicide Street to 
contront the Yancy Newsboy Street Gang and 
winds up in the weirdest trouble of his life 
when he meets The Infant Mite Terrible! It's 
‘one more reason you should march down to 
your newsdealer today and tell him; A-Make 
A-Mine Amalgam! 
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